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IN MEMORIAM
Soyuz 1 :: April 24, 1967

Vladimir Komarov, Commander

Page 4

Soyuz 11 :: June 30, 1971
Georgy Dobrovolsky, Commander
Vladislav Volkov, Flight Engineer

Viktor Patsayev, Research Engineer

Page 7

Challenger :: January 28, 1986
Francis R. Scobee, Commander

Michael J. Smith, Pilot
Judith A. Resnik, Mission Specialist

Ellison S. Onizuka, Mission Specialist
Ronald E. McNair, Mission Specialist
Gregory B. Jarvis, Payload Specialist

S. Christa McAuliffe, Teacher in Space

Page 8

Columbia :: February 1, 2003
Rick D. Husband, Commander

William C. McCool, Pilot
Michael P. Anderson, Payload Commander

Kalpana Chawla, Mission Specialist
David M. Brown, Mission Specialist
Laurel B. Clark, Mission Specialist

Ilan Ramon, Payload Specialist

Page 10
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ABOUT THIS WORK
Astra Perdita is an album about attempting to transcend our material bounds. 

These four piano vignettes memorialize the eighteen astronauts and cosmonauts 
who died in direct physical pursuit of this aim, organized by mission: Soyuz 1 
(1967), Soyuz 11 (1971), Challenger (1986), and Columbia (2003).

This work has four main influences:

1.	 The closing shot of Koyaanisqatsi  with the Atlas-Centaur fragment falling slowly 
through the sky, underscored by Philip Glass’ main theme. Absolutely chilling.

2.	 The song “The Commander Thinks Aloud” by The Long Winters. I love how the 
narrative of the track stays with the people intimately, in such touching detail. 
There’s also a great Song Exploder episode about Matt Chamberlain recording 
the drums with one microphone and a piece of rusty sheet metal.

3.	 The music my friend Matt Studivan and I used to write for video games that 
didn’t exist. I came up with him in Lowell in the mid-2000s, co-running a collage 
‘zine called OUtlET. Its master copies are now archived at the Center for Lowell 
History. 

4.	 Jon Sarkin: friend, artist whose estate I now run, and a bit of an anti-basilisk in 
the sense that he contributed entropy to the universe in the form of twenty thou-
sand pieces of art, made on whatever was nearby, for thirty years straight. Where 
the eighteen tried to escape the materia by flying upward, Jon escaped inward 
via his work, until the day he died.

This is the first record under my own name. I also release electronic music under 
The Intelligence Community.

-- Mark Robert Henderson, Gloucester
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Vladimir	Komarov	(unable	to	orient	his	craft	towards

the	sun)	takes	one	last,	sighing,	look	at	Earth	to	reflect

upon	his	caprice	before	starting	his	final	descent

I.	Soyuz	1
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It	was	40	seconds	between	loss	of	cabin	pressure	and	the

cardiac	arrest	of	G.	Dobrovolsky,	V.	Volkov,	and	V.	Patsayev.	

To	date	they	are	the	only	humans	to	die	above	the	Kármán	line.

II.	Soyuz	11
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A	tiny	belated	lullabye	for	the	children	who

watched	the	Challenger	launch	at	school.

En	Memoriam:	F.	Scobee,	M.	Smith,	R.	McNair,

E.	Onizuka,	J.	Resnik,	G.	Jarvis,	C.	McAuliffe

III.	Challenger

46

42

50















 














 



 







 








 



 























 






 













 

 

   

  



 






































  




 









































 













 



 










 






 







 







  















 






 







































  





 








Adagio
















5

©	2022	Mark	Robert	Henderson









Mark Robert Henderson :: Astra Perdita

9

54

61

57



























 



































 












































   














 

 























 



























 



  



 







 



 



 


















 
































 














 

3
3

3

3

33 3















6

©	2022	Mark	Robert	Henderson









Mark Robert Henderson :: Astra Perdita

10

	"...the	machine	was	talking,	but	why	was	nobody	hearing[?]",	George	Wallace

at	the	Columbia	disaster	press	conference,	reflecting	on	the	foam	debris	that

wounded	the	shuttle's	starboard	wing

En	Memoriam:	R.	Husband,	W.	McCool,	M.	Anderson

D.	Brown,	K.	Chalwa,	L.	Clark,	I.	Ramon

IV.	Columbia

66

63

68  


 



 







  














 


 






































 






 





































































 




























 



















 












 





  









  





















 






























  



















 

 

 

 












 

 






Grave





















 

 







 












































 







7

©	2022	Mark	Robert	Henderson









Mark Robert Henderson :: Astra Perdita

11

70

79

73

76








 





 






















































 




























 











  




 





































 

 









 











 

 














  






















 























 

 




  
  



   










 



















 




















 
























 
































 














 



 



 





   




 


























































 

































 

 

 

 

 

 

 










         















 















2
4

2

 


































 

















 











































































8

©	2022	Mark	Robert	Henderson











Mark Robert Henderson :: Astra Perdita

12

84

82

















 












 



 






 



 


 
 






 











 

   








 











 









 




 




 









 


















 

 













 










 

 



 

Cadenza





















 

















 



9

©	2022	Mark	Robert	Henderson







Mark Robert Henderson :: Astra Perdita

13

THE COLUMBIA CADENZA
The Columbia cadenza is intentionally left open. Don’t feel bound to play it as written, and please 
write or improvise your own. I’d love to hear yours. 

For reference, here is the cadenza I wrote and that Roxana played on the recording: 

Composed by Mark Robert Henderson
Piano by Roxana Frizzi

Recorded and mixed by Kyle Rasmussen
Mastered by Nicholas Zampiello at New Alliance East

Album artwork by Scott Henderson

This score is released under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 license
Recording: © 2024 Clever Little Rodents. All rights reserved.
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