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Alla Breve in D major BWV 589 for Organ
Transcribed for String Orchestra full score 
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About this work

Fairly little is known about this work’s origins. Its authenticity has been hotly disputed by  
Bach experts. 
The existing manuscript was originally titled “Allabreve con Pedale pro Organo pleno”.
Peter Williams, one of the foremost experts on Bach’s organ music, says it is “not a close 
copy of a Bach manuscript” and the author or copyist is not known.
Some have also labelled it a ‘Prelude’ - a fairly meaningless title. Most Bach ‘preludes’ 
have an improvisable quality, and this piece is not - it is a carefully crafted exercise in 
counterpoint.
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About this transcription

This particular transcription is in the original key of D major. This key suits a string 
quartet or string orchestra (with the bass part doubled on Contrabass transposing the 
bottom D’s 8va).

However I have also transposed it to E major for String Orchestra (and both versions are 
on IMSLP) to enjoy those low pedal notes.

It has not been bowed or fingered.
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