
Vox Patris Caelestis may have been written for the coronation of Queen Mary in 1553. 

Original Clefs: G2,C2,C3,C3,C4,F4

Transposed up one tone on account of the pitch change.

Musica Ficta: Bar 234, Treble, fourth note may be made natural, 

similarly with analogous passages.

Vox Patris caelestis

ad sacram virginem Mariam,

filii eius genitricem,

in eius migratione a corpore mortali

in his verbis prorumpens:

tota pulchra es, amica mea,

mihi amabilissima Annae prolis

virgo sacratissima Maria,

et macula ab ineunte conceptionis tuae

instanti vel usquam non est in te. 

Favus distillans labia tua

ex corde purissimo verba mira

dulcedinis spiritualis gratia.

Iam enim hiems terreni frigoris

et miseria transit;

flores aeternae felicitatis

et salutis mecum tibi ab aeterna praeparate

olfacere et sentire apparuerunt. 

Vineae florentes odorem caelestis

ambrosianae dulcedinis dederunt;

et vox turturis, quae mea tui dilectissimi

amatoris sola est exoptatio te amplecti,

audita est in terra nostra tali sonnante gratia. 

Surge, propera, amica mea,

columba mea, formosa mea,

de terra longinqua miseriis plena,

et veni in terram quam monstravero tibi. 

Veni de corpore mortali, et induante,

mea corcula, vestitu deaurato

circumdata varietate caelestis gloriae. 

Veni ad me, dilectissimum amatorem tuum,

prae omnibus adamata,

et ponam in te thronum meum

quia concupivi speciem tuam. 

Veni de Libano monte mundano quamquam

altissimo humanae contemplationis,

ad montem Sion, ubi innocentes

manibus et corde ascendere deberent. 

Veni ad me, Assuerum verum, Esther,

mea nobilissima, pro populo tuo oratura

mecum in aeternum manere et delectare. 

Te omnes caeli cives summo desiderio

exoptant videre. Veni, veni, veni:

caelesti gloria coronaberis.

Amen.

 

William Forrest after Song of Songs 



The voice of the heavenly Father

to the holy virgin Mary,

the mother of his son,

as she was translated from her mortal body,

broke forth in these words:

‘All lovely are you, my love,

child of Anne most dear to me,

Mary, virgin most holy,

and from the moment of your conception

never has spot or stain been found in you. 

‘Your lips are as a honeycomb,

distilling from your most pure heart

words wonderful in spiritual sweetness.

Lo, now the winter of earthly cold

and wretchedness is past;

flowers of eternal bliss and happiness which

have awaited you here with me from everlasting

now appear, beautiful of sight and scent. 

‘The fruitful vines give their perfume

of ambrosia, heavenly in sweetness,

and the voice of the turtle dove, the song of

your dearest lover’s only desire to embrace

you, is heard in our land with graceful notes. 

‘Arise and make haste my beloved,

my dove, my fair one,

from that far land full of sorrow,

and come to this land which I will show you. 

‘Come forth from your mortal body,

clothed in raiment of gold, my dear-heart,

surrounded by the rainbow of heavenly glory. 

‘Come to me, your most dear lover,

for I have loved you above all others,

and I will bestow upon you my kingdom,

for I have long desired your beauty. 

‘Come from that earthly mount Lebanon,

be it ever so lofty in human contemplation,

to the mount Sion, whither the pure

hand and heart must ever ascend. 

‘Come to me, your true Ahasuerus, my Esther,

my most high-born, to pray for your people

and ever to stay and take your delight with me. 

‘All the hosts of heaven with great desire are

longing to look upon you. Come, come, come:

be crowned with heavenly glory.’

Amen. 
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