




The following Leffons were Compofed at the parlinular reqtieft of my liite worlhy Frieiid MFBufler.anrf raoft of then, originally for his

partiniilar iife as a Teacher on the Harpficliorrf

.

His reqiicft concerning Ihofe Leffons arofe from the mutual difficulties that he and his Pupils had often experii nr ed during the firfl few

Wondis of their Intercourfe as Mafliir and Scholars—— tliefe difficulties he attributed to the jienerMlliiy of Compoftrs whofe Jlufio

rei(uire!i fiir;K Power in the execution of it that none bat Matters or thofe who play nenrly as well as Maflers are qualified to perform it i

Thofe kind of Compofitions my Friendjudged to be moft improper for the firft Kfla^s of Pupils who were only fo far prepared as to 1 now

the Kotes and the firft Hndiments neceffary to their beginning to play on the Harpfinhoid> and a« a kind of fupport to Ihisjudgeraent hofariher

qbferved that thofe difficulties in the ftile of IheMufic were always perplexing, irkforae. and often difgufling to the beginner .ronfequently dif _

-pl^afing to the Malter, as they were conftant unnereffary Impediments to the ihiprdvement of the Pupil.

My Friond therefore wifhed and reqaefteJ that I woald oonfider this mutual Impediiucnt, and (li.it 1 would try to rotiiuve it by Cotjipofing

a few Lelfons by way of Kxperinient , of fuch a Nature as won hi be In it. )i)Ie to (he firft endeavours of Scholars on (lie Harp ficho r({ .

The force of his Obfervatioiis refpecting the Impropriety of inftructing tliro' the medium of difficult inftead of eafy Mnfic, I felt (he more

fenfibly> as it was a Practice I had often condemned, and always avoided

.

Being thus ejicited by the experience and the kindnefs of my Friend, I chearfnlly complied with his requeft . the Principle (hat I laid

down toniyfelf as a Guide in this new fpecies of Compofition(if (he term niiyrbe all owed) I drew from the nature of the Subject that 1 was to

work upon, a manifeft Plainuefs with Simplicity was the Principle adopted, the Corapofition to be fo failed to the inexperienc'd capacity,

of Beginners, as that in each ftep (hey fhould find Encouragement to proceed from Plainnefs and Succefs , from which Succefs they would daily

feel their own rifing knowledge as they advanced in their I'u rfuit; which is the belt kindofEiiooiiragenic'n( (hat Applica(ionorEmula(ioncanreceivu.

Some Leffons ou this Plan were Compofed during the Life of my Friend, (hofe he as a Maftep carried into Practice among his Scholars , by

that Criterion he tried their effect, they had his approbation . not from his regard as a Friend, as he declared, but from their good effect in

practice, which was in his opinion the beft Eridenoe he could bring in their favor.

This effect he thus accounted for- he found, and was pleaf'd that the Scholars readily comprehended the Lei'lons; and that coiupreheii_

_fion he faid not only gave them a facility, and a degree of correotnefs ^confider'd as NoTlcesjiu (heir method of executing them, but alfo

innreafed their defire of farther improvement.

From this fuccefs in our experiment he earneftly wifhed that I would extend my Endeavours on this Subject; by giving the Public a

Courfe of Leffons Profeffedly for the ufe of thofe who wifh to make a Progrefs on (he Harpfichord.

That defignis now executed! the Leffons rife gradually from the eafieft up to the moft difficult Stile of Harpfichord Uufic, and in the

following Books, every Key in common ufe, M^jor and Minor, is attended to .
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