Palestrina

Missa Papae Marcelli

Notes

The original clefs are:
G2,C2,C3,C3,C4,C4

These clefs imply transposition of a fifth downwards.

An upward transposition of a tone has been applied to account for what was probably the higher pitch.
Cantus is an unbroken voice, exactly corresponding with the English Mean.
Altus is a high tenor.
Final longs are notes of indeterminate duration, and are rendered here using ties and pauses.
Editorial accidentals are marked with a small circle.

If rie of Kyrie is on a single note, sing ri, and elide the e with that of eleison following.
Hosanna is repeated after Benedictus.

I am conscious that this Mass is a supreme example of Western Art, and Agnus Dei I1
is supreme in the Mass, nevertheless there is a set of consecutive octaves in its sixth bar,
and it is necesary to consider whether it can be amended.

Bass 1 cannot be amended as it is the leader of a canon.

Alto second minim could be A in the terms of this edition, and it would be grammatical,
but the part would take on the role of a filler, picking its way among its neighbours.
Also it would leave Cantus 1 exposed, with too great an interval between it and the next part.
It is therefore left unamended as the exception that proves the rule.

I gratefully acknowlege the usefulness of the score of L Jones on CPDL.
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