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Monday, February 12, 2018 9:25:40 PM



R 181 - the next set of "10"

Bach ended on a half cadence here (Phrygian if you like) i.e. on a B dominant in Em. I could see the A in the penultimate note of melody going up to a B, probably made this decision for him since the 7th should resolve down to a G not up to a B. I did the same at first: (But didn't like the double repeated A in the bass in the penultimate bar).





But going over this morning chorale this evening, I just didn't like it. So I 'broke the rule' and ended it with a Picardy:





Let's make the video. 





[bookmark: _GoBack]Friday, February 16, 2018 12:03:05 AM



R.183 posted today. 

It's like Dorian Gray in reverse - instead of younger, each day I see her getting older. 







Saturday, February 17, 2018 10:01:03 PM



Today getting up I thought, "Let's write a Bassoon concerto"



R.184 I left 5ths for the whole piece - but I just couldn't do it - at the last revision before calling it "done" I took them out...

 









All 4 Tuttle books came today - I'm in China Tian1 ;)









Sunday, February 18, 2018 12:17:06 AM







Hi Heather,

Thanks for your interest. It would be a great favor if you'd let me post your changes in the score on IMSLP. The current score would then go in the "draft" folder.   I assume you'd put these three parts in a notation software? If not, then send me the copies of your finals in PDF format so I can take a look at it. I would be happy to include your name in the score somewhere since I consider this a lot of work on your part and am happy to acknowledge it!

Best wishes from sunny California,

Daniel



p.s. I just went and listened to about 30 seconds - wow, really fast....of course anyone can go any speed they like really, but if I were to record it again, I'd take it a bit slower to give the whole thing more 'breadth'.

____________________

Daniel Léo Simpson

Composer 

San Francisco  

www.danielsimpson.com

http://www.facebook.com/danielleosimpson

https://www.youtube.com/danielleosimpson



On 2/17/2018 11:40 PM, hmjpowrie wrote:

Dear Mr Simpson



I have some questions about how you would like the Mandolin part to be played in this work.



I would actually like to rewrite the part for 3 mandolins because I find it hard to play with one instrument. E.g. in bar 1 (and other similar bars) it is hard to sustain the dotted minim chord whilst playing the melody over the top, unless you do not intend it to be sustained.



Normally we would expect to tremulo most notes of a minim or more in length.



Thus the D natural at the end of bar 36 (tied to the 1st crotchet of bar 37) would be played trem.as also the F natural at bar 99-100 and all the dotted minim chords e.g. at bars 16-19 and at letter C, E and several other places.



Would you like to comment, or proffer advice?



Perhaps some more detailed indications in the text as to whether to trem or let ring would be sufficient for us to interpret as you intend, and to give the best effect.  Otherwise I would like to rearrange the part as outlined above, to suit the needs of our amateur group here in Australia. 



Looking forward to hearing from you



Sincerely



Heather MJPowrie
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R.185 done. 

Another tweet from Trump mentioning Oprah - 





I do think she would beat him if she ran in 2020 but I think would be better to wait from him to finish his 8 years first, then win in 2024. People "like" here more than Trump whom everyone out there hates. His beating up on people will start getting 'old' - it worked on Hillary because she was terrible - but Oprah is "beloved".  He's probably the greatest president we've ever had - certain the greatest leader, but this is a country that elects movie actors to office (Regan, Schwartzeneger etc.) and Oprah would be the 'perfect' candidate - black and female - wow, what a 'first' combination. Trumps bombs like the ones he used on Hillary, which worked because she was such a horrible (and corrupt) candidate would not work and I think even backfire on someone like Oprah. There would not be people shouting "Lock her (Oprah) up" at Trump rallies like they did for Hillary. For some reason I definitely see her as President.  It just seems it's "meant to be" as Mary says. Mary on the other hand thinks she would never be elected because she has no experience. But we've see others with no experience become elected because of there 'celebrity' status. I remember Oprah having candidate Obama and his wife on her show but did not invite the Republican candidate and his wife - that told me something about her. She will use her show to push the person she wants to endorse. It's a shame we have that in this country. People on television having that much power. But that's how it is. I dismissed it as, fine, it's her show she can who she wants and doesn't want on her show - but it taught me never to go to her for an unbiased opinion. It told me she will use her celebrity status to promote the person she wants you to vote for.  I don't like that. In a democracy, both sides should be heard, even if it's "look, I'm on the other side but I wanted to invite you on my show so people can decide which side they want to be on. But no, she's got too much power and too much money. The temptation to use it to move people's thinking the way she wants it to go is simply too overwhelming. Too bad. 



Monday, February 19, 2018 12:38:09 AM

No bar numbers but it's about 40 seconds into the first movement - these are things I don't understand - why would he have the violins leap from the 4th string 2nd finger to 1st string 2nd finger between the space of two 16th notes? 





especially where he could have worked it so the 1st vln came down, not to the B but to the open D (the note before). Maybe one day I'll have a big "Ah-ha" as to why he would do this. 





Monday, February 19, 2018 11:57:45 AM



So, I jotted something down last night before bed - let's enter it into Sibelius and see if we can do anything with it. 









I really enjoyed and was surprised at the number of Vivaldi concerti for bsn. Minor keys for the most part as is his usual style. I was somewhat disappointed in the 'lackluster' Rossini concerto - it's seemed so "by the numbers" but I know he writes it all and has it finished 'by the weekend' so I assumed he just rushed through it as per usual. But I was surprised to hear what I thought were 2 clarinets (such a large orchestra?) so went looking for the score on IMSLP and couldn't find it. What's with that? Soon I found out in the reviewer's comments on a Rossini CD: 



:'Rossini's last orchestral work: world premiere' proclaims the cover blurb. But don't get too excited. The work in question is a 'rediscovered' bassoon concerto allegedly written around 1845 as an examination piece for Nazareno Gatti, star bassoonist at Bologna's Liceo Musicale. A manuscript copy survives bearing Rossini's-name, though as even the over-enthusiastic booklet note admits, there is no conclusive evidence for his authorship. If the concerto really is by Rossini, he must have dashed off the vapid, inconsequential outer movements on autopilot, though there is mild compensation in the plaintive C minor Largo. The Introduction, Theme and Variations for clarinet, which the booklet rashly claims as an early work, is also unauthenticated, even if making entertaining use of melodies from Rossini operas. Both the other works, at least in their original guise, are the real thing: the frothy teenage clarinet variations (also offered in a version for oboe) and a typically wry, quirky late piece entitled Une larme, written for cello and piano but played here in an arrangement for cello and orchestra. The performances serve well enough, with tidy orchestral playing and witty, nimble solo contributions, above all from bassoonist Sergio Azzolini and clarinettist Lorenzo Guzzoni. But for all the incidental pleasures here, it's hard to escape a sense of Rossinian barrel-scraping. Richard Wigmore"



So I'll bring up the Tuba concerto score and export the score, do a 'Save-As' for bassoon, delete all the notes and I have my template. Instruments removed or added will be decided as the composition unfolds. Heavenly Father, help me with this effort as I embark on this journey. But when I do, and moving along with it, I always think, "Why was I ever concerned?"



Monday, February 19, 2018 12:55:51 PM



Ok, now all we need are notes: 









Solo ossia and piano were hidden - took out tuba, brought piano back into view (for sketches and piano reduction if I ever get to it - i.e. if anyone ever asks for it). Now ready to go:









Wow, so glad I got this when I did - now out of print:

Lieferbarkeitsanzeigeout of print (8 Bände komplett









Tuesday, February 20, 2018 11:37:43 PM



Don't think I've ever done an ending quite like this one - no leading tone then into a Picardy 3rd. This is how I like to use a P3rd. It can so easily be put in a minor key with no thought behind it - then I went with, ok, put it in when you have the raised 6th melodic minor scale in there - this helps set up the final major chord - like in the key of Am, the F# helps establish the final A major chord etc. But this one has neither LT nor raised 6th. In Dm, it keeps the Bb in the bass but then ends on D. This is basically the pop progression: Bb, C, D. 











Wednesday, February 21, 2018 1:59:36 PM



Enough with the Chinese - bsn concerto please ;). 

Not crazy at all about this theme but let's keep writing just to keep moving forward - this happened in the violin concerto where I had a theme and then in the process, got a new theme which I then made the 'main theme' and used the original theme 





I think the instructions on the new 4 books I've purchased to learn Mandarin Chinese need to be followed: Memorize the dialog. So I am copying down the pinyin over and over until I can write it without looking at the book. This means getting all the tones correct over the pinyin - don't worry - the characters are in the other two books (reading characters & writing characters). It's all covered. 



Wednesday, February 21, 2018 3:05:29 PM

The theme is weak - almost like a 3rd movement melody - let's add something with a little more kick to open the concerto. For Bassoon, I don't want this to be too overwhelming in the orchestra - this is not the brass tuba concerto. Transparent and beautiful. That's what I want. But with energy so transparent and beautiful doesn't ever become thin and sappy. :)

With this new opening, we have a reason to continue - you've now caught our attention. 









Now add horns and you've got something. Do we really want bassoon in the winds when we have a bsn soloist? Perhaps it should be a bass clarinet. I'll make a note of that and see how it works out as we move forward. 







Wednesday, February 21, 2018 3:23:53 PM

Now you have a concerto - (notice too, improved chromatic passage in bar 4 of basses.)

This is it - the rest is just the hard work of staying with it until it's done and hope you don't die first ;). ....but we have a concerto now. 







Sunday, February 25, 2018 11:40:59 AM



Mary is such a doll and so patient as I ramble on with R.187 and how you work as a Composer. Last night the piece was done:



But playing through it (having done the piece in the morning) I went, "Where's the ornament at the end?" Well there wasn't one because I hadn't written it yet. To Mary: This is being a Composer - you must hear it or you are not a Composer. The piece is finished but where's the ornament? So I added it:



But this morning it surprised me - "Oh, where did that come from" and of course I knew immediately - it needs to be on each cadence. With that, we have the finished piece: 











Tuesday, February 27, 2018 1:38:22 PM



















R 188 in the tank: 





A little questionable of bar 14 bass Bnat with that Bb in the tenor on the next beat - but the bass following through with "completion" by going up to C on bar 15 beat 3 allows me to let it pass. 









Thursday, March 01, 2018 10:45:32 PM



A casual look through the KV 191 shows that the 18 year old Mozart was also casual at putting high G's in his solo part but no higher. Not an Ab once that I could see which would work in passages where he was temporarily in Eb (of course that's me - he would stay in Bb or be in F).  The other obvious 'ah-ha' is how easy the solo part appears - yes, the triple-tonguing early on, but for the most part, quarter and eighth notes with 16th passages in simple scales. This is something to consider....



I ought to print this out and hang it in front of me - when I start to get beyond myself I can take a look at it and say, "This is the part that all other bsn concerti are forced to acknowledge as the most often played of any for the instrument." ha - 







So it becomes a matter of the player's TONE and especially their ability to EFFORTLESSLY express the phrases. It's not how GOOD you are, but rather, it's how good you PLAY it.  









Saturday, March 03, 2018 10:03:15 AM



Starting with a chorale this morning R. 190. This will give me another set of 10 to post. The set after that will reach 200. 



Saturday, March 03, 2018 10:23:14 AM

A different kind of chorale - keeping it in quarter notes for the most part.





Nice in bar 7.  Just rolls along like that lucky old sun - rollin' 'round heaven all day...





Saturday, March 03, 2018 11:34:10 AM

And I think I'll just leave in the 5ths. G-D/A-E in Ten/Alto. Any other combination is awkward - and the 5ths don't bother me a bit probably because of the bass going up to the 3rd like it does. That 1st inversion really softens the hollow sound of the 5th to my ears. 



I originally had the alto go down to an A3 but then you have 5ths b/w that note and sop. going into bar 9. Funny, it's 5ths going up an octave. A-E to A-E again in bar 9 an octave higher. Other possible solutions seemed 'forced' and as I mentioned earlier, it really didn't bother me to begin with. 







haha - hold it! That's actually better. It's better to double the root (A) and jump 5ths up an octave to the next bar - easier to sing, and really, you're now having 5ths between cadence and new section which is often allowed. Hindemith made a big deal of that in his Harmony book. So this is actually the least offensive of the two evils:







I like it. Done. 
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